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What’s Integrated Pest Management?

How Does it Work?

In a Natural Environment...

i
In the 70’s & 80’s after the heyday 
of DDT and issues with resistance 
& non-target exposures, Pest 
Management Professionals 
looked for better, smarter 
ways to control “pests.” 
The concept of IPM is 
based on studying 
the biology of 
nuisance species 
and using the 
knowledge to 
c reat i ve ly 
solve pest 
issues

• Chemical pesticides are reserved for 
when below strategies aren’t effective.

• In natural environments, bio-control 
includes natural predators like ladybugs 

eating aphids or coyotes hunting gophers.

• For urban pests like rats, trapping can 
be an effective way to monitor and 

physically remove them. 

• Rats can be deterred by clearing 
vegetation within 1’ of structures, 

fence lines and ground level. 
Removing fallen fruit & outside 
food sources will help.

The food web sorts itself out. In our urban environment, 
human habitat means that our pest predators are 
mostly absent. Unfortunately, our public strategy is to 
privatize the cost of nusiance species management 
onto private landowners...   

Services to 
Avoid

• Takes all steps necessary 
prior to applying EPA-

registered pesticides.

• Offers habitat 
enhancement & 

restoration services.

• Frequent preventative 
treatments using chemicals 

on the exterior of the home.

• Services that do not 
make recommendations 

for habitat modfication

bio-control

chemicals


